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Using this book

What is a collocation?

Collocation means a natural combination of words; it refers to the way English words are closely
associated with each other. For example, do and homework go together, as do make and mistakes; tall
goes with man/woman and high with mountain.

Why learn collocations?

You need to learn collocations because they will help you to speak and write English in a more natural
and accurate way. People will probably understand what you mean if you talk about ‘making your
homework’ or say ‘My uncle is a very high man’ but your language will sound unnatural and might
perhaps confuse. Did you mean that your uncle is two metres tall or did you mean that he has a high
position in government or business?

Learning collocations will also help you to increase your range of English vocabulary. For example,
you’ll find it easier to avoid words like very or nice or beautiful or get by choosing a word that fits the
context better and has a more precise meaning. This is particularly useful if you are taking a written
exam in English and want to make a good impression on the examiners.

How were the collocations in the book selected?

The collocations presented in this book were mainly selected from those identified as significant by
the Cambridge International Corpus of written and spoken English (now known as the Cambridge
English Corpus) and also the CANCODE corpus of spoken English, developed at the University of
Nottingham in association with Cambridge University Press. The Cambridge English Corpus is a vast
database of real English taken from a range of sources, such as books, newspapers, advertising,
letters and emails, websites, conversations and speeches, radio and television. By studying this corpus
we obtained a representative picture of how English is really used and which words naturally and
frequently go together. We also made much use of the Cambridge Learner Corpus, a corpus of learner
English made up of exam scripts from students taking Cambridge English examinations all over the
world. This particular corpus showed us what kind of collocation errors learners tend to make.

These corpora show that there are many thousands of collocations in English. So how could we select
which ones would be most useful for you to work on in this book?

Firstly, of course, we wanted to choose ones that you might want to use in your own written and
spoken English. So, in the unit on Eating and drinking we include, for example, have a quick snack and
processed food but not cocoa butter, which is a very strong collocation, but one which has very limited
use for most people.

Secondly, we decided it would be most useful for you if we focused on those collocations which are
not immediately obvious and which the Cambridge Learner Corpus shows can cause problems for
students. A friendly girl, cold water or to eat an apple are all collocations, but they are combinations
which you can easily understand and produce yourself without any problems. So we deal here with
less obvious - though equally useful - word combinations, with, for instance, make friends (not get
frienrds) and heavy rain (not strongrein).

Idioms are a special type of collocation where a fixed group of words has a meaning that cannot be
guessed by knowing the meaning of the individual words. We deal with them separately in English
Idioms in Use and so do not focus on them here.
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How is the book organised?

The book has 60 two-page units. The left-hand page presents the collocations that are focused on in
the unit. You will usually find examples of collocations in typical contexts with, where appropriate,
any special notes about their meaning and their usage. The right-hand page checks that you have
understood the information on the left-hand page by giving you a series of exercises that practise the
material just presented.

The units are organised into different sections. First we start with important information about
collocations in general. Then there are sections looking at grammatical and other special aspects

of collocations. The rest of the book deals with collocations that relate to particular topics such as
Weather or Business, concepts such as Time or Change and functions such as Agreeing and disagreeing
or Liking and disliking.

The book has a key to all the exercises and an index which lists all the collocations we deal with and
indicates the units where they can be found.

How should I use this book?

We recommend that you work through the five introductory units first so that you become familiar
with the nature of collocations and with how best to study them. After that, you may work on the units
in any order that suits you.

What else do | need in order to work with this book?

You need a notebook or file in which you can write down the collocations that you study in this book
as well as any others that you come across elsewhere.

You also need to have access to a good dictionary. We strongly recommend the Cambridge Learner’s
Dictionary or the Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, as both of these give exactly the kind

of information that you need to have about collocations. They do this both through the examples
provided for each word entry and through their special collocations boxes or mini-panels.

For more information about Cambridge dictionaries and to do online searches you could go to
http://dictionary.cambridge.org. Your teacher, however, may also be able to recommend other
dictionaries that you will find useful.

So, a study of collocation is highly recommended (Unit 6) if you want to make a good impression
(Unit 2) with your natural and accurate use of English. Above all, we hope that you will not only learn a
lot but will also have fun (Unit 9) as you do the exercises (Unit 7) in this book.
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What is a collocation?

A collocation is a pair or group of words that are often
used together. These combinations sound natural to

We say ... ‘ We don’t say ...

native speakers, but students of English have to make fast cars quick cars
a special effort to learn them because they are often fast food guiek food
dlfflcu.lt to guess. Some cqmb|nat|ons just sound wrong a quick glance a fast glance
to native speakers of English. For example, the adjective a quick meal 2 fast meal

fast collocates with cars, but not with a glance.

Learning collocations is an important part of learning

the vocabulary of a language. Some collocations are fixed, or very strong, for example take a photo,
where no word other than take collocates with photo to give the same meaning. Some collocations
are more open, where several different words may be used to give a similar meaning, for example
keep to / stick to the rules. Here are some more examples of collocations.

You must make an effort and study for your exams (NOT ¢ an effort)

Did you watch TV last night? (NOT leek-at TV)

This car has a very powerful engine. It can do 200 km an hour. (NOT streng engine)
There are some ancient monuments nearby. (NOT antigue monuments)

Sometimes, a pair of words may not be absolutely wrong, and people will understand what is meant,
but it may not be the natural, normal collocation. If someone says / did a few mistakes, they will be
understood, but a fluent speaker of English would probably say | made a few mistakes.

Compounds and idioms

Compounds are units of meaning formed with two or more words. Sometimes the words are written
separately, sometimes they have a hyphen and sometimes they are written as one word. Usually the
meaning of the compound can be guessed by knowing the meaning of the individual words. Some
examples of compounds are car park, post office, narrow-minded, shoelaces, teapot.

It is not always easy to separate collocations and compounds and, where they are useful for learners
or an important part of the vocabulary of a topic, we include some compounds in this book too.

Idioms are groups of words in a fixed order that have a meaning that cannot be guessed by knowing
the meaning of the individual words. For example, pass the buck is an idiom meaning ‘to pass
responsibility for a problem to another person to avoid dealing with it oneself’. We deal with idioms
in detail in the book English Idioms in Use in this series.

Why learn collocations?
Learning collocations is a good idea because they can:

a) give you the most natural way to say something: smoking is strictly forbidden is more natural
than smoking is strongly forbidden.

b) give you alternative ways of saying something, which may be more colourful/expressive or more
precise: instead of repeating It was very cold and very dark, we can say It was bitterly cold and pitch
dark.

c) improve your style in writing: instead of saying poverty causes crime, you can say poverty breeds
crime; instead of saying a big meal you can say a substantial meal. You may not need or want to
use these in informal conversations, but in writing they can give your text more variety and make
it read better: this book includes notes about formality wherever the collocations are especially
formal or informal.
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1.1

1.2

13

1.4

1.5

Exercises

Read A and B and answer these questions.

1 Whatis a collocation?

2 Which of these words does fast collocate with: car, food, glance, meal?

3 Which of these are compounds: computer, narrow-minded, teapot, ancient monument,
car park?

4 What do we call expressions like pass the buck and be over the moon?

Make ten collocations from the words in the box.

an effort ancient bitterly make breakfast cold dark

engine forbidden mistakes have make meal monument

pitch powerful strictly substantial TV watch

Are these statements about collocations true or false?

1 Learning collocations will make your English sound more natural.

2 Learning collocations will help you to express yourself in a variety of ways.
3 Learning collocations will help you to write better English.

4 Using collocations properly will get you better marks in exams.

5 You will not be understood unless you use collocations properly.

Put the expressions from the box into the correct category in the table below.

make a mistake  astorminateacup livemusic checkpoint keyring

pull somebody’sleg  heavy snow valid passport teapot bitterly disappointed

compound | collocation | idiom

Underline the collocations in this text.

When | left university | made a decision to take up a
profession in which | could be creative. | could play the guitar,
but I'd never written any songs. Nonetheless, | decided to
become a singer-songwriter. | made some recordings but |
had a rather heavy cold, so they didn’t sound good. | made
some more, and sent them to a record company and waited
for them to reply.

So, while | was waiting to become famous, | got a job in a fast-
food restaurant. That was five years ago.

I’m still doing the same job.

COLIN  LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND
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Finding, recording and learning collocations

Finding collocations
There are two main ways in which you can find collocations.

e You can train yourself to notice them whenever you read or listen to anything in English.

Look at the collocations that are worth learning from this short text in English.

After giving Mark a lift to the airport, Julie made her way home. What an exciting life he
led! At times Julie felt desperately jealous of him. She spent her time doing little more
than taking care of him and the children. Now her sister was getting divorced and would
doubtless be making demands on her too. Julie had promised to give her sister a call as
soon as she got home but she decided to run herself a bath first. She had a sharp pain
in her side and hoped that a hot bath might ease the pain.

Tip

Get into the habit of making a note of any good collocations you come across in any English text
you read.

e You can find them in any good learner’s dictionary.
For example, if you look up the word sharp you will find some of these collocations:

a sharp pain

a sharp bend/turn

a sharp contrast/difference/distinction
a sharp rise/increase/drop

When you look up a new word, make a point of noting it down in several different collocations.

Recording collocations
The best way to record a collocation is in a phrase or a sentence showing how it is used. Highlight the
collocation by underlining it or by using a highlighting pen.

For example: | don’t have access to that kind of secret information.
Or: Jim gave me a very useful piece of advice.

Learning collocations
Learning collocations is not so different from learning any vocabulary item. The key things are to:

o regularly revise what you want to learn
e practise using what you want to learn in contexts that are meaningful for you personally

e learn collocations in groups to help you fix them in your memory. You might group together collocations
relating to the same topic. Or you might group collocations based on the same word, for example:

I must find a way to help him.

Can you find your way back to my house?

| learnt the hard way that Jack can’t be trusted.
Please tell me if I’'m getting in your way.

You must give way to traffic from the left.

I’'ve tried every possible way to get him to change his mind.
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2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Exercises

Underline 11 collocations in this text.

My friend Abigail is desperately worried about her son at the moment.
He wants to enrol on a course of some sort but just can’t make a
decision about what to study. | gave Abigail a ring and we had a long

chat about it last night. She said he’d like to study for a degree but is
afraid he won’t meet the requirements for university entry. Abigail thinks
he should do a course in Management because he’d like to set up his
own business in the future. | agreed that that would be a wise choice.

Match the beginning of each sentence on the left with its ending on the right.

1
2
3
4
5

She’s having her duty.
She’s taking a lecture.
She’s giving a party.

She’s making an exam.
She’s doing good progress.

Correct the eight collocation errors in this text. Use a dictionary to help you if necessary.

In the morning | made some work in the garden, then | spent a rest for about an hour before
going out to have some shopping in town. It was my sister’s birthday and | wanted to do a special
effort to cook a nice meal for her. | gave a look at a new Thai cookery book in the bookshop and
decided to buy it. It has some totally easy recipes and | managed to do a good impression with
my very first Thai meal. | think my sister utterly enjoyed her birthday.

Look at this entry for the verb lead in the Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. What
collocations could you learn from this entry? Underline or highlight them. Then write one new
sentence for each of them.

lead @ /li:d/ verb 1 or T] (led, led) to control a
group of people, a country, or a situation: I think we’ve
chosen the right person to lead the expedition. © I've
asked Gemma to lead the discussion. © Who will be lead-
ing the inquiry into the accident?

e lead sb by the nose ivFORMAL to control someone and
make them do exactly what you want them to do

See also Unit 3, Using your dictionary.

Use a dictionary to find three or four other good collocations for each of these words:
desperately pain wise run

Write the collocations you find in an appropriate way in your vocabulary notebook.
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Using your dictionary

A good learner’s dictionary will give you information on collocations. Sometimes the information is
highlighted in some special way. In other cases, the examples used in the dictionary include the most

common collocations.

In the Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (CALD), common and useful collocations are given in
bold type. Look at the CALD entry for the word pain and note how useful collocations are highlighted

in bold.

pain @ /pemn/ noun [C or U] 1 a feeling of physical suffer-
ing caused by injury or illness: Her symptoms included
abdominal pain and vomiting. © Are you in (= suffering
from) pain? o She was in constant pain. © These tablets
should help to ease the pain. o I felt a sharp pain in my
foot. o He’s been suffering various aches and pains for
years. 2 emotional or mental suffering: It’s a film about
the pains and pleasures of parenthood. o The parents are
still in great pain over the death of their child.

e a pain (in the neck) invvOrRMAL someone or something
that is very annoying: That child is a real pain in the

neck.

Online dictionaries are very useful
because you can search for a lot more
information very quickly. The Cambridge
Dictionary (dictionary.cambridge.org)
provides definitions as well as more
examples including the key word and
links to the SMART Thesaurus. The SMART
Thesaurus gives synonyms, related words
and phrases of the word you are looking
up. Here is the entry for ‘advice’ in the

Cambridge online dictionary.

advice
noun [U] - UK @ /ad'vars/ US @ /ad'vars/

© @ an opinion that someone offers you about what you should do or how you
should act in a particular situation:
Steven gave me some good advice.
| think I'll take your advice (= do what you suggest) and get the green dress.
Can | give you a piece of advice?
I need some advice on which computer to buy.
[+toinfiniive ] My advice is to go by train.

We went to Paris on Sarah's advice.

— More examples

The centre provides expert advice for people with financial problems.
| decided to follow her advice and go to bed early.

The service offers young people practical advice on finding a job.
I've always valued her advice.

You should get some legal advice before you take any further action.

A good dictionary will also tell you if a collocation is formal or informal. For example, CALD indicates
that to take somebody up on an offer is an informal collocation (accept an offer would be a more

formal alternative).

offer € /'vf.o"/ @ /'a:.fa/ noun [c] when someone asks
you if you would like to have something or if you would
like them to do something: "If you like I can do some
shopping for you." "That’s a very kind offer.” o I must say
the offer of a weekend in Barcelona quite tempts me.
O INFORMAL One day I'll take you up on (= accept) that

offer.

When you buy a dictionary, make sure it gives good, clear information about collocations. When

you look up words, if you don’t know the collocations, highlight them in your dictionary or transfer
them to your vocabulary notebook.
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Exercises

3.1 Answer these questions about collocations and dictionaries.

How does the Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary show collocations?

Which five collocations can you see in the top box on the opposite page?

Why is an online dictionary particularly useful?

What information does the online Thesaurus usually show?

How does the Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary indicate that a collocation is informal?
Look at the dictionary that you normally use. Does it indicate collocations? If so, how?

Look up pain in your own dictionary. Which of the collocations on the left-hand page does it either
highlight or illustrate in example sentences?

8 Look up the noun offer in your own dictionary. What collocations can you find? Does the dictionary
indicate whether the collocations are formal or informal? If so, how?

~No o wN =

3.2  Put the expressions from the box into the correct category in the table below.

to alleviate pain to cause pain to complain of pain

to ease pain to experience pain to feel pain toinflict pain
to lessen pain to be racked with pain  to relieve pain

to soothe pain  pain subsides to suffer pain

making others experience pain the experience of being in pain making pain go away

3.3 Lookin agood learner’s dictionary. What collocations do you find there for the word ache?

Look up two or three words that you have recently learnt, using a good learner’s dictionary.
Write down any interesting collocations that are shown for those words.
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