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To the Student

This book is for students who want help with English grammar. It is written for you to use without a
teacher.

The book will be useful for you if you are not sure of the answers to questions like these:

() What is the difference between | did and | have done?

When do we use will for the future?

What is the structure after | wish?

When do we say used to do and when do we say used to doing?
(J When do we use the?

() What is the difference between like and as?

=)
O
=)

These and many other points of English grammar are explained in the book, and there are exercises on
each point.

Level

The book is intended mainly for intermediate students (students who have already studied the basic
grammar of English). It concentrates on those structures that intermediate students want to use, but
that often cause difficulty. Some advanced students who have problems with grammar will also find
the book useful.

The book is not suitable for beginning learners.

How the Book Is Organized

There are 142 units in the book. Each unit concentrates on a particular point of grammar. Some
problems (for example, the present perfect or the use of the) are covered in more than one unit.
For a list of units, see the Contents at the beginning of the book.

Each unit consists of two facing pages. On the left there are explanations and examples; on the right
there are exercises. At the back of the book there is an Answer Key for you to check your answers to the
exercises (page 331).

There are also seven Appendixes at the back of the book (pages 286—295). These include irregular verbs,
summaries of verb forms, spelling, and British English.

Finally, there is a detailed Index at the back of the book (pages 368—374).
How to Use the Book
The units are not in order of difficulty, so it is not intended that you work through the book from

beginning to end. Every learner has different problems, and you should use this book to help you with
the grammar that you find difficult.

It is suggested that you work in this way:

00

Use the Contents and/or Index to find which unit deals with the point you are interested in.
If you are not sure which units you need to study, use the Study Guide on page 321.

Study the explanations and examples on the left-hand page of the unit you have chosen.
Do the exercises on the right-hand page.

Check your answers with the Answer Key.

If your answers are not correct, study the left-hand page again to see what went wrong.

Q0

You can, of course, use the book simply as a reference book without doing the exercises.



Additional Exercises

At the back of the book there are Additional Exercises (pages 296—-320). These exercises bring together some
of the grammar points from a number of different units. For example, Exercise 16 brings together grammar
points from Units 25—35. You can use these exercises for extra practice after you have studied and practiced
the grammar in the units concerned.




To the Teacher

Grammar in Use Intermediate was written as a self-study grammar book, but teachers may also find it
useful as additional course material in cases where further work on grammar is necessary.

The book will probably be most useful at middle- and upper-intermediate levels (where all or nearly all
of the material will be relevant) and can serve both as a basis for review and as a means for practicing
new structures. It will also be useful for some more advanced students who have problems with
grammar and need a book for reference and practice. The book is not intended to be used by
beginning learners.

The units are organized in grammatical categories (Present and Past, Articles and Nouns, Prepositions,
etc.). They are not ordered according to level of difficulty, so the book should not be worked through
from beginning to end. It should be used selectively and flexibly in accordance with the grammar
syllabus being used and the difficulties students are having.

The book can be used for immediate consolidation or for later review or remedial work. It might be
used by the whole class or by individual students needing extra help. The left-hand pages (explanations
and examples) are written for the student to use individually, but they may of course be used by the
teacher as a source of ideas and information on which to base a lesson. The student then has the
left-hand page as a record of what has been taught and can refer to it in the future. The exercises can
be done individually, in class or as homework. Alternatively (and additionally), individual students can
be directed to study certain units of the book by themselves if they have particular difficulties not
shared by other students in their class. Don't forget the Additional Exercises at the back of the book
(see To the Student).

The forms presented in Grammar in Use are those that are most used and generally accepted in standard
spoken North American English. Some native speakers may regard some of the usages as “incorrect,” for
example, the use of who as an object pronoun or the use of they to mean “he or she." In this book, such
usages are treated as standard.

An edition of Grammar in Use Intermediate without the Answer Key is also available. Some teachers may
prefer this for use with their students.

The book is sold with or without an ebook. The ebook contains the same explanations and exercises as
the book. It can be used on an iPad, Android tablet, PC, or Mac. Using the ebook, students can listen to
examples, save their answers, take notes, highlight text, bookmark pages, and use a dictionary.

Grammar in Use Intermediate Fourth Edition
This is a new edition of Grammar in Use Intermediate. The differences between this edition and the third

edition are:

1

O
O

Much of the material has been revised or reorganized, and in most units there are changes in the
examples, explanations, and exercises.

The book has been redesigned with new, updated illustrations.

There is a new ebook with all the contents of the book as well as audio, access to a dictionary,
and more.



Interactive ebook

The book is sold with or without an ebook. The ebook has the same grammar explanations and
exercises as the book.
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Present Continuous (I am doing)

Study this example situation:

Sarah is in her car. She is on her way to work.
She’s driving to work. (= She is driving ...)

This means: she is driving now, at the time of speaking.
The action is not finished.

am/is/are + -ing is the present continuous:

I am (=I'm) driving
he/she/it is (= he’s, etc.) working
we/you/they are (= we’re etc.) | doing etc.

I am doing something = | started doing it, and | haven't finished. I'm in the middle of doing it.
() Please don't make so much noise. I'm trying to work. (not | try)

(J "Where's Mark?” “He's taking a shower” (not He takes a shower)

(J Let’s go out now. Itisn’t raining anymore. (not It doesn't rain)

(J How’ your new job? Are you enjoying it?

(J What’s all that noise? What's goingon? or What's happening?

Sometimes the action is not happening at the time of speaking. For example:

Steve is talking to a friend on the phone. He says:

' [rm reading a really good book right now.
It's about a man who ...

Steve says “I'm reading ..." but he is not reading the book at the time
of speaking.

He means that he has started reading the book but has not finished
it yet. He is in the middle of reading it.

Some more examples:
() Kate wants to work in Italy, so she’s learning Italian.
(but perhaps she isn't learning Italian at the time of speaking)
(J Some friends of mine are building their own house. They hope to finish it next summer.

You can use the present continuous with today, this week, this year, ecc. (periods around now):
(J A: You're working hard today. (not You work hard today)
B: Yes, | have a lot to do.
() The company | work for isn’t doing so well this year.

~ We use the present continuous when we talk about a change that has started to happen. We often use
~ these verbs in this way:

- getting changing increasing rising starting

becoming improving growing falling beginning

(J Is your English getting better? (not Does your English get better)
() The population of the world is increasing very fast. (not increases)
() At first | didn't like my job, but I'm starting to enjoy it now. (not | start)

@resent Continuous and Simple Present = Units 3—-4  Present Tenses with a Future Meaning =¥ Unit 18 )




Exercises

o What's happening in the pictures? Choose from these verbs:

cross hide scratch take tie wave

=

fete his head.
his shoelaces. &y ... behind a tree.
.the road. 6 to somebody.

The sentences on the right follow those on the left. Which sentence goes with which?

1 Please don't make so much noise. a I'm getting hungry. Bt =
2 We need to leave soon. b They're lying. =
3 Idon't have anywhere to live right now. ¢ It's starting to rain. SR,
4 | need to eat something soon. d They're trying to sell it. o A -
5 They don't need their car anymore. e It's getting late. IS _
6 Things are not so good at work. £ I'm-trying to-work. 6295

7 What they say isn't true. g I'm staying with friends. T
8 We're going to get wet. h The company is losing money. 8

Write questions. Use the present continuous.

1 What's all that noise? ... What's happening? _ (what / happen?)

2 What's the matter? ... R SRSSERRE .. (why / you / cry?)

3 WHhEre's YOUr MOTREIT. ...t (SV€ | WOTK [ today?)

4 | haven't Seen YOU IN aZES. ..o, (WAL [ yOUL [ dO [ these days?)
L T A e R P R (what / she / study?)

6 Who are those people? ... (What / they [ do?)

T AN O TR R NOWHOD. " e e R e .. (you / enjoy / it?)
N T R A e e S (why / you / walk / so fast?)

Put the verb into the correct form, affirmative (I'm doing, etc.) or negative (I'm not doing, etc.).
1 Please don't make so much noise. ..M trying . (1 / try) to work.

2 Let’s go out now. . Itisnt raining (it / rain) anymore.
Gt Can- s O the mMusiC. < vmi s e n st S (I/ listen) to it.
4 Karte called last night. She’sonatripwithfriends. ... (She/have)
a great time and doesn’t want to come back.
5 Andrew started evening classes recently. ... (He / l€arn) Japanese.
6 Jason and Sarah have had an argument and NOW ... (they / speak)
to each other.
7 The situation is already very bad, and now . e .. (it / get) worse.
T e (work) today Hes taken the day oﬂ‘
9. . (1 1 10OK) foOr Allison. Do you know where she is?
10 The washlng machme has been PR it i e i A (It / work) now.
B it i i S (They / build) a new hospital. It will be finished next year.
12 Benisa student but he’s not very happy. ... . (He / enjoy) his courses.
e (The weather / change). | think it's going to rain.
14 Dan has been in the same jOb for T e RS OP R Rt S R S .(He / start) to get

bored with it.



Simple Present (I do)

Study this example situation:

Alex is a bus driver, but now he is asleep in bed.
He is not driving a bus. (He is asleep.)

but He drives a bus. (He is a bus driver.)

drive(s), work(s), do(es), etc, is the simple present:

|/we/you/they drive/work/do, etc.

he/she/it drives/works/does, etc.

We use the simple present to talk about things in general. We use it to say that something
happens all the time or repeatedly, or that something is true in general:

(O Nurses take care of patients in hospitals.

(O 1l usually leave for work at 8 am.

(O The earth goes around the sun.

(J The coffee shop opens at 7:30 in the morning.

. We say:
| work but he works yougo but it goes
they teach  but my sister teaches Ilhave  but hehas

. For spelling (-s or -es), see Appendix 6.

We use do/does to make questions and negative sentences:

work? s work
Uetva? I/we/you/they | don’t ditve

do? he/she/it | doesn’t &

do | |/we/you/they
does | he/she/it

(J I come from Japan. Where do you come from?

() Idon't travel a lot.

(O What does this word mean? (not What means this word?)
() Rice doesn’t grow in cold climates.

In the following examples, do is also the main verb (do you do / doesn't do, etc.):
O “Whatdo youdo?" “Iwork in a store.”
(0 He’s always so lazy. He doesn’t do anything to help us.

We use the simple present to say how often we do things:
(J lgetup at 8:00 every morning.
() How often do you go to the dentist?
() Julia doesn’t drink coffee very often.
() Michael usually plays tennis two or three times a week.

| promise / | apologize, etc.

Sometimes we do things by saying something. For example, when you promise to do something,
you can say ‘I promise ..."; when you suggest something, you can say “I suggest ...":

(D 1 promise | won't be late.

(J “What do you suggest | do?" ‘I suggest that you ..."

In the same way we say: | agree ... / | advise ... / l insist ... / | refuse ... / | suppose ..., etc.

@mple Present and Present Continuous =¥ Units 3—-4  Present Tenses with a Future Meaning =® Unit 18




Exercises

. Complete the sentences usmg the following verbs:
‘ cause(s) close(s) connect(s) go(es) live(s) speak(s)  take(s)

1 Tanya. speaks . German very well. S Myparents...............inaverysmall
P Renandiaek’ i s RN to the same apartment.
school. 6 The Olvmpies s 1200 Sl ace
d-Bad driving . oo nonia many accidents. every four years.
4 The museum ... : at 4:00 on 7 The Panama Canal........coocer th
Sundays. Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

Put the verb into the correct form.
1 Julia .. doesn’t drink  (not / drink) coffee very often.

N e e e e e .. (the banks / close) here?

3 |have a car, but | PSR SR S S (not / use) it very much.

B R T e e i e e e e (Maria / come) from? Is she Colombian?
EEVERE e = e T (you /do)?” “I'm an electrician.”

6 Look at this sentence. What ... A s eSSt e SR s R (this word / mean)?
BRI BNt N VEIV.OOM SRR T8 .. i\ .. oibsrmmmosim s e (not / get) any exercise.

L e R PR o e (take) me an hour to get to work in the morning. How long

.. (it / take) you?

. Complete the sentences usmg these verbs Sometlmes you need the negatlve

 believe eat ﬂow go grow-  make rise tell translate

1 The earth ,,,,,, goes .. around the sun. 7 An mcerprecer . i

2 Rice...doesn't grow.  in cold climates. from one Ianguage into another.

R ST e intheeast. & Liarsare peoplewha = -l ..l
4 Bees honey. the truth.

S Vegetarians......... meat. 9 The Amazon RIVEr ...

e T A R A e in God. into the Atlantic Ocean.

. You ask Emlly questions about herself and her family. Write the questions.

1 You know that Emily plays tennis. You want to know how often. Ask her.
How often ...do you play tennis .7
2 Perhaps Emily’s sister plays tennis too. You want to know. Ask Emily.
N OISO s e e i e s e B o A e o e T T et ?

3 You know that Emlly goes to the movies a lot. You want to know how often. Ask her.

............................................................................................................................ =
4 You know that Emllys brother works. You want to know what he does. Ask Emily.
5 You're not sure if Emily speaks Spanish. You want to know. Ask her.
................................................................................................................................................................................................ ?
6 Youdon' know where Emily’s grandparents live. You want to know. Ask Emily.
5 or

. Complete using the followmg:
Iﬁaglr'ee Iapologlze 7 I insist : lpromlse Irecommend -I-suggese

Mr. Evans is not in the office today. .. [suggest  you try calling him tomorrow.
| won't tell anybody what you said. . o

(in a restaurant) You must let me pay for the meal

for what | said. | shouldn’t have sa|d it.

The new restaurant on Lake Street is very 800d. ... it.

| think you're absolutely right. ... ... with you.

(oY o e S



unit  Present Continuous and Simple Present 1
3 | (lam doing and | do)

/.9 Compare:

Present continuous (I am doing) Simple present (1 do)
We use the continuous for things happening at We use the simple for things in general or
or around the time of speaking. things that happen repeatedly.
The action is not complete.
- Ido -~
past future | past now future
(0 The water is boiling. Be careful. () Water boils at 212 degrees Fahrenheit.
(O Listen to those people. What language (O Excuse me, do you speak English?
are they speaking?
(O Let’s go out. It isn’t raining now. () It doesn’t rain very much in the summer.
O “’mbusy” “What are you doing?” (O What do you usually do on weekends?
O I'm getting hungry. Let's go and eat. (O Ialways get hungry in the afternoon.
(O Kate wants to work in ltaly, so she’s (J Most people learn to swim when they
learning Italian. are children.
(O The population of the world is (O Every day the population of the world
increasing very fast. increases by about 200,000 people.
We use the continuous for temporary situations We use the simple for permanent situations
(things that continue for a short time): (things that continue for a long time):
O I'm living with some friends until | find a (O My parents live in Vancouver. They
place of my own. have lived there their whole lives.
() A: You're working hard today. (O Joeisn't lazy. He works hard most of
B: Yes, | have a lot to do. the time.
See Unit 1 for more information. See Unit 2 for more information.

| always do and I’'m always doing

| always do something = | do it every time:
() lalways go to work by car. (not I'm always going)

. I'm always doing something = | do it too often or more often than normal. For example:

%t my keys again. I'm always losing them)

I’'m always losing them = | lose them too often,
or more often than normal.

(J Eric is never satisfied. He's always complaining. (= he complains too much)
() You're always looking at your phone. Don't you have anything else to do?

(Present Continuous and Simple Present 2 =» Unit 4  Present Tenses with a Future Meaning =» Unit 18




Exercises

Are the underlined verbs OK? Correct them where necessary.
1 Water boils at 212 degrees Fahrenheit. oK

How often -are-you-geing- to the cinema? How often do you go
Ben tries to find a job, but he hasn't had any luck yet. ... ... .

Melissa is calling her mother every day.

Can you hear those people? What do they talk about?

Whatdoyoudoingoursparetime?. - Ssingagas L.eflElmobay

2
3
4
5 The moon goes around the earth in about 27 days.
6
7
8 Sarah is a vegetarian. She doesn't eat meat.

9 I must go now. It gets late.

10 “Come on! It's time to leave” "OK,|come”

11 Mike is never late. He's always starting work on time.

12 They don't get along well. They're always arguing.

Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or simple present.

1 a .. lusuallyget  (1/usually / get) hungry in the afternoon.
b . Imgetting . (1/get) hungry. Let’s go and eat something.

D e (you / listen) to the radio?” “No, you can turn it off”
B e . (you / listen) to the radio a lot?” “No, not very often

3 a The Nile River ... (low) into the Mediterranean.
BETheTiner s e e e T (Aow) very fast today—much faster than usual.

4 a My apartment is @ MESS. ... (1 / not / do) the housework very often.
BoWhat . e ey T (you / usually / do) on weekends?

5 a Rachelisin New York right now. . (She / stay) at the Park Hotel.
e TR S M e 0 o (She / always / stay) there when she's in New York.

Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or simple present.
1 Why are all these people here? .. What's happening . (What / happen)?

2 Julia is good at languages. (She / speak) four languages very well.

3 Are you ready yer? (Everybody / wait) for you.

4 I've never heard this word. How (you / pronounce) it?

S haie s s (not / work) this week. She's on vacation.

6 | think my English (improve) slowly. It's better than it was.

7 Nicole ... (live) in Dallas. She has never lived anywhere else.

8 Can we stop walking So0oN? ... (1 / start) to get tired.

9 Sam and Natalie are in Madrid right now. ... ... (They / visit) a friend of theirs.
10 “What ..... (your father / do)?” “He’s an architect”
11 It took me an hour to get to work this morning. Most days ...

(it / not / take) so long.
12 | (1 / learn) to drive. My driving test is next month. My father

(teach) me.

Finish B's sentences. Use always -ing.
1 A: |lost my keys again.

8: Not again! ... Youre always losing your keys
2 A: The car broke down again.
B: That car is useless. It

3 A: Look! You made the same mistake again.
8: Oh no, not again! |

4 A: Oh, |left my phone at home again.
B: Typical!




Present Continuous and Simple Present 2
(Iam doing and | do)

We use continuous forms (I'm waiting it’s raining, etc.) for actions and events that have started but
haven't finished. Some verbs (for example, know and like) are not normally used in this way. We don't
say “l am knowing” or “they are liking" We say "I know” and “they like."

The following verbs are not normally used in the present continuous:

like want need prefer

know understand recognize

believe suppose remember mean
belong fit contain consist seem

(J I'm hungry. | want something to eat. (not I'm wanting)
() Do you understand what | mean?
(J Anna doesn’t seem very happy right now.

think

When think means “believe” or “have an opinion,” we do not use the continuous:
(J 1think Mary is Canadian, but I'm not sure. (not I'm thinking)
(J What do you think of my idea? (= what is your opinion?)

When think means “consider,” the continuous is possible:
(J I'm thinking about what happened. | often think about it.
(J Nicky is thinking of giving up her job. (= she is considering it)
see hear smell taste look feel
We normally use the simple present (not the present continuous) with see/hear/smell/taste:
(J Do you see that man over there? (not are you seeing)
() The room smells bad. Let’s open a window.
() This soup doesn’t taste very good.

You can use the simple present or the present continuous to say how somebody looks or feels now:
(J You look well today. or You're looking well today.
() How do you feel now? or How are you feeling now?

but

() lusually feel tired in the morning. (not I'm usually feeling)

am/is/are being
- You can say he’s being ..., you're being ..., etc, to say how somebody is behaving now:
(J I can't understand why he’s being so selfish. He isn't usually like that.

(being selfish = behaving selfishly now)
(J “The path isicy. Don'tslip” “Don’t worry. I'm being very careful”

Compare:
(O He never thinks about other people. He's very selfish.
(= he is selfish generally, not only now)
(J I don't like to take risks. I'm a very careful person.

. We use am/is/are being to say how a person is behaving (= doing something they can control) now.
It is not usually possible in other situations:

(J Sam is sick. (not is being sick)

() Areyou tired? (not are you being tired)

Present Continuous and Simple Present 1 =» Unit 3  have =» Unit 16
Present Tenses with a Future Meaning =% Unit 18




Exercises

Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or simple present.

1 Are you hungry? ...Doyouwant. . (you / want) something to eat?

2 Alan says he’s 90 years old, butnobody ... ... (believe)him.

SESHO Ol REDEE NAMNIE, DUL .. oo s e e s DO | FemMember):it How:
4 Don't put the dictionary away. . e e RIS

5 Don't put the dictionary away. . ; S v (1 need) it.

6 Air . i . (con5|st) mamly of mtrogen and oxygen.

7 Who is chat man? What e A s R LTS AN AR LT

8 Whoisthat man? Why ... (€ [ 10OK) AT US?

9 Whoisthat man? .......... e (YOU. [ T@COGNIZE) DiM?
10~ (I / think) of selllng my car. Would you be interested in buying it?
1 I cant make up my mrnd What ........................................................................... (you / think) | should do?
12 Alexwasntwellearlierbut .. ... (he/seem)OK now.

Use the words in parentheses to make sentences.

Are you OK?
You look worried.

(you / not / seem / very happy today)
..Youdontseemyvery.........

(these gloves / not / fit / me)

They're too small.

1 Michelle is thinking of givingup herjob. . S T R T P s el
It’s not true. I'm not believing it. ddontpelievelt. - .. o - o
I'm feeling hungry. Is there anything to eat? e

I've never eaten that fruit. What is it tasting like? e Ere e R e S e e
I'm not sure what she does. | think she works in a store.

Look over there. What are you seeing?

You're very quiet. What are you thinking about?

N OV S wWwN

. Complete the sentences. Use is/are being (continuous) or is/are (simple).

1 Ican't understand why ._he's being . so selfish. He isn't usually like that.

2 You'll like Andrea when you meet her. She ... very nice.

3 Sarah .. ..very nice to me right now. | wonder why.

4 They ... e .. very happy. They just got married.

5 You're normally very panent SOWHY .. SO UNFEASONAble about waiting
ten more minutes?

6 Would you like something to €at? ... hungry?




Study this example:

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was an Austrian
musician and composer. He lived from 1756 to
1791. He started composing at the age of five
and wrote more than 600 pieces of music.

He was only 35 years old when he died.

lived/started/wrote/was/died are all simple past.

Very often the simple past ends in -ed (regular verbs):
() lwork in a travel agency now. | worked in a department store before.
(0 They invited us to their party, but we decided not to go.
(O The police stopped me on my way home last night.
() Lauren passed her exam because she studied very hard.

For spelling (stopped, studied, etc.), see Appendix 6.

But many verbs are irregular. The simple past does not end in -ed. For example:

write — wrote (O Mozart wrote more than 600 pieces of music.
see — saw () We saw Alice in town a few days ago.

go — went (O | went to the movies three times last week.
shut — shut (O It was cold, so | shut the window.

For a list of irregular verbs, see Appendix 1.

In questions and negative sentences we use did/didn’t + infinitive (enjoy/see/go, etc.).

| | enjoyed you | enjoy? [ enjoy
she | saw did | she | see? she | didn’t | see
they | went they | go? they go

' (O lenjoyed the party a lot. Did you enjoy it?
() How many people did they invite to the wedding?
() | didn’t buy anything because | didn’t have any money.
(O “Did you goout? “No,|didn't”

Sometimes do is the main verb in the sentence (did ... do / didn’t do). For example:
(O What did you do on the weekend? (not What did you on the weekend?)
(O Ididn’t do anything. (not | didn't anything)

n The past of be (am/is/are) is was/were:

I/he/she/it was/wasn't was |/he/she/it?

we/you/they were/weren’t were we/you/they?

I was annoyed because they were late.

Was the weather good when you were on vacation?
They weren’t able to come because they were so busy.
I wasn’t hungry, so | didn't eat anything.

Did you go out last night, or were you too tired?

O0000

1761791

10 (Simple Past and Past Continuous =® Unit 6  Simple Past and Present Perfect =% Units 8, 13




Exercises

Read what Lauren says about a typical working day:

| usually get up at 7:00 and have a big breakfast. | walk to work, which

takes me about half an hour. | start work at 8:45. | never have lunch. | finish
work at 5:00. I'm always tired when | get home. | usually cook dinner

a licrle later. | don't usually go out. | go to bed at about 11:00, and |

always sleep well.

Lauren

i e e e e e LT at 5:00.
§ et e egsawhen i e home
Qi e S O dinter alittle lager
10 e s e FOS
B e e oo mt it e SR e et e b L b
;¥ D Ry R Ry

Complete the sentences using the following verbs in the correct form:

buy carch cost fall hurt sell spend teach throw -write

1 Mozart .. Wrote  more than 600 pieces of music.

2 "How did you learn to drive?” “My father ... A me.”’

3 We couldn't afford to keep our car,sowe ... it.

L B B e ot down the stairs this morningand ......................... his leg.

5 the ball to Sue, Who ... it.

6 i lOt Of money yesterday. She ... i a dress which
$200.

You ask James about his trip in the U.S. Write your questions.

1 you: Where . didyougo. 7
JAMES: To the US. We went on a trip from San Francisco to Denver.

I MOW o e i o b i 5 R R
JAMES: Yes, we rented a car in San Francisco.

SLYORE KSR IODE WA IO Ve HOWIBNE . i i ity o
JAMES:  Two weeks, but we stopped at a lot of places on the way.

(e W T 3T (o et i e B e e o ? In hotels?
JAMES: Yes, small hotels or motels.

T €U e S ek e o L SO i At i ety LY ?
JAMES: It was very hot — sometimes too hot.

6 YOu: e the Grand Canyon?

JAMES:  Of course. It was wonderful.

Complete the sentences. Put the verb into the correct form, affirmative or negative.

1 It was warm, so | .. took _ off my coat. (take)
2 The movie wasn't very good. | . didnt enjoy it much. (enjoy)
S Row AN WeSs DO SO T s her. (disturb)
4 We were very tired, SOWE ... 2 ... the party early. (leave)
5 It was hard carrying the bags. They ............... S S Sy e really heavy. (be)
6 The bed was very uncomfortable. | ... well. (sleep)
s Wwatch WasTIE BXDERSIVE, Tl it e iy e ittt much. (cost)
8 The window was open, and a bird ... o into the room. (fly)
9 lwasinahurry,sol ’ .....time to call you. (have)
10 | didn't like the hotel. The room ............... e o very clean. (be)

11




Yesterday Karen and Joe played tennis. They started at
10:00 and finished at 11:30.
So, at 10:30 they were playing tennis.

they were playing =
they were in the middle of playing, they had not finished

was/were + -ing is the past continuous:
he/she/it was | playing

doing
we/you/they were | working, etc.

| was doing something = | was in the middle of doing it at a certain time. The action or
situation started before this time but had not finished:

| started doing | was doing I finished doing

past past now

() This time last year | was living in Hong Kong.
() What were you doing at 10:00 last night?
() I'waved to Hannah, but she wasn’t looking.

Compare | was doing (past continuous) and | did (simple past):

| was doing (= in the middle of an action) | did (= complete action)
(J We were walking home when we met () We walked home after the party last
Dan. (in the middle of walking home) night. (= all the way, completely)
() Kate was watching TV when we arrived. (J Kate watched TV a lot when she was sick
last year.

You can say that something happened (simple past) in the middle of something else (past continuous):
() Matt called while we were having dinner.
(J It was raining when | got up.
(0 | saw you in the park yesterday. You were sitting on the grass and reading a book.
(J | hurt my back while | was working in the yard.

But we use the simple past to say that one thing happened after another:
(0 | was walking along the road when | saw Dan. So | stopped, and we talked for a while.

Compare:
(J When Karen arrived, we were having (J When Karen arrived, we had dinner.
dinner. (= we had already started before (= Karen arrived, and then we had
she arrived) dinner)

Some verbs (for example, know and want) are not normally used in continuous forms (is + -ing
was + -ing etc.). See Unit 4A for a list of these verbs.

(J We were good friends. We knew each other well. (not we were knowing)

(J 1was enjoying the party, but Chris wanted to go home. (not was wanting)

(Simple Past (1 did) =» Unit 5 )




Exercises

Complete the sentences. Choose from:
was looking ‘was wearing wasn’t listening weren’t looking

was snowing was working were sitting were you going

1 Today Hannah is wearing a skirt. Yesterday she .. was wearing . pants.

2 “What did he say?” “l don't know. | .. = )

R s s e s .in the back of the theater We couldnt hear very well.

4 This time last year John ... Sb e ...on a farm.

S They Hidn't Soeme. T i BB i i S i i in my direction.

6 The weather was bad. It was very cold,and it ...

ISR YOU IR VOUREAE WRIE . . i b h it s b hoit

8 15aw Kare 2 few minutes g0, She ...l i b s i for you.

Which goes with which?

1 When | got to the cafe, a when she was living in Rome. e |
2 We fell asleep b she was working in a clothing store. S
3 Amy learned ltalian ¢ when | was driving home. C S
4 Tom didn’t come out with us d but nobody was watching it. c $i
S The car began to make a strange noise e while we were watching a movie. T e
6 The TV wason, f -my-friends-were-waiting-forme- Ged o
7 When | first met Jessica, g because he wasn't feeling well. T

Put the verb into the correct form, past continuous or simple past.

|...22W._ . (see) Sue downtown yesterday, A (ride) my bike home
butshe ... ..........(not/see)me. yesterday when a man ... (step)
She ... (look) the other way. out into the road in front of me.

C . (gO) pretty fast, but luckily
I (Manage) to stop in time,
and! .. ... (not/hit) him.

Put the verb into the correct form, past continuous or simple past.

1 Jen .. waswaiting .. (wait) for me when | .. arrived _ (arrive).

2 What ... iy _(you/do) at this time yesterday?” ‘I was asleep.”

B e . (yOU/0) 0UL last night?”  “No, | was too tired”

4 How fast .. (you/drive) when the accident ... (happen)?

T e (take) a plcture of me while | .. e .. (not/look).

6 We were in a very dlfﬁcult POSIEERE WE oot b o) (not/know) what to do,
BOMWE s ... (do) nothing.

7 | haven't seen Josh for ages. When 11ast ... (see) him, he
............................................................... (try) to find a job.

e ST e T e (walk) along the street when suddenly | ...
(hear) something behmd e Somebody oy L e i (follow) me. | was

SEareerand P8 . s STANT) TN,

R A YOURE i menNANL) SO DR A PlOL. Laber s
(change) my mind.

U i ST (drop) a plate when I...........obimcsisimmin (do) the dishes.
FOTUNALElY, i ........ oo A NOE/ DrEQK).
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Present Perfect (I have done)

Study this example conversation:

DAVE: Have you traveled a lot, Liz?

Lz: Yes, I've been to lots of places. Liz's life
DAVE: Really? Have you ever been to China? - ;-Z e
: . . : (a period until now)
uz:  Yes, I've been to China twice.
DAVE: What about India? past now

uz:  No, | haven’t been to India.
Have/Has + traveled/been/done, etc. (past participle) is the present perfect:

I/we/they/you have (= I've, etc.) | traveled
: been
he/she/it has (= he’s, etc.) | done, etc.

The past participle often ends in -ed (traveled/decided, etc.), but many important verbs are irregular
(been/done/written, etc.). For a list of irregular verbs, see Appendix 1.

When we talk about a period of time that continues from the past until now, we use the present perfect

. (have been / have traveled, etc.). In the conversation in A, Dave and Liz are talking about the places Liz
has visited in her life, which is a period that continues until now. Some more examples:

‘ () Have you ever eaten caviar?

() We've never had a car.

(J Idon't know what the movie is about. | haven'’t seen it.

(J Susan really loves that book. She’s read it three times. (She’s = She has)

(J It's a really boring movie. It's the most boring movie I've ever seen.

In the following examples too, the speakers are talking about a period that continues until now
. (recently, in the last few days, so far, since | arrived, etc.):

(J Have you heard anything from Ben recently?

(J I've met a lot of people in the last few days.

() Everything is going well. There haven’t been any problems so far.

recently ———»
—in the last few days—
since | arrived —

(J The weather is bad here. It’s (= It has) rained every day since past now
| arrived. (= from when | arrived until now)
(J It's good to see you again. We haven’t seen each other for a long time.

. In the same way we use the present perfect with today, this evening this year, etc, when these
periods are not finished at the time of speaking: |

() I've had four cups of coffee today. e today————4 »

() Have you taken a vacation this year?
(J 1 haven’t seen Tom this morning Have you?

=
Qo
b3

past

P s e e ey

e S T o T S o S g . L e T T

We say “It’s the (first) time something has happened.” For example:
Don is having a driving lesson. It's his first lesson.
We can say:
It's the first time he has driven a car. (not drives)
or He hasn’t driven a car before.
or He has never driven a car before.
In the same way we say:
(O Sarah has lost her passport again. This is the second
time this has happened. (not happens)
(O Andy is calling his girlfriend again. That's the third
time he’s called her tonight.

This is the first time
I've driven a car.

(Presenr Perfect and Past =» Units 8, 13 Present Perfect + for/since =¥ Units 11-12 j
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